T

Approved For Release 2006/05/24S E(BRDPI78T02095R000800070047-4

NO FOREIGN DISSEM

September 1965

Copy No.,
PEgE
égz

’

e,

INTELLIGENCE BRIEF

FOREIGN SHIPPING TO NORTH VIETNAM IN AUGUST 1965

DIRECTORATE OF INTELLIGENCE
Office of Research and Reports

CIA/RR CB 65-54

: GROUP 1
NO FOREIC}N DISSEM Excl:ded fron3 avtomatic
owngrading ond

A)
declassification

SECRET '
MQBHEHREdD For Release 2006/05/24 : CIA-RDP78T02095R000800070047-4

25X1



Approved For Release 2006/05/24 : CIA-RDP78T02095R000800070047-4

WARNING

This material contains information affecting
the National Defense of the United States
within the meaning of the espionage laws,
Title 18, USC, Secs. 793 and 794, the trans-
mission or revelation of which in any manner
to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law.
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FOREIGN SHIPPING TO NORTH VIETNAM IN AUGUST 1965

Foreign shipping to North Vietnam in August was highlighted by a
sharp decrease in the number of arrivals of Free World ships, a sharp
increase in arrivals of Chinese Comrmunist ships, and an almost com-
plete halt in exports of apatite. The low number of calls by Free World
ships was caused mainly by the lack of apatite cargoes. Calls by all
foreign merchant ships at North Vietnamese ports in August 1965 totaled
36, compared with 38 in July and with a monthly average of 46 thus far
this year, as follows:

Monthly Average
July August January-August

Total 38 36 46
Communist countries 17 24 21
USSR 7 7 7
Eastern Europe N 3 L
Communist China 6 1k 10
Free World 21 12 25

The volume of identified exports of seaborne cargoes through North
Vietnamese ports dropped sharply in August to a level less than 60 per-
cent of the average monthly volume for the first half of this year. This
drop was due mainly to the lack of apatite at the port of export, which,
in turn, was caused by the destruction in July of portions of the rail line
from the mines at L.ao Cai to Haiphong. No ships have loaded apatite
since early August, and there is no indication that the North Vietnamese
authorities have begun to reschedule shipments of apatite.

The volume of identified seaborne imports dropped sharply in August.
Imports of fertilizers and petroleum were far below average, and imports
of grain and other bulk foodstuffs were negligible. There may have been
such cargoes aboard the Chinese Communist arrivals, but no cargo infor-
mation is available. No seaborne shipments in August were identified
as either arms or ammunition.
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No Lebanese-flag ships have called at North Vietnam since the
Lebanese Government passed prohibitive legislation in June. Japanese
ships have also remained out of trade with North Vietnam since late
March in accordance with restrictive resolutions adopted by Japanese
shipowners and seamen's unions.

I Free World Shipping

Free World ships made only 12 calls at North Vietnamese ports
in August. This number is less than half the monthly average of calils
by Free World ships this year and is the lowest number for any month
since April, when only eight Free World ships visited North Vietnam. .

The principal reason for the declineincalls by Free World ships was
the lack of apatite available for shipment due to the destruction in July
of portions of the rail line over which the apatite is carried from the
mines at Lao Cai to Haiphong. In July, 25X1

The Lebanese Government is effectively enforcing the prohibition
it established in June against operations by I.ebanese-flag shios in the
Gulf of Tonkin. 25X1

Japanese-flag ships continued to abstain from trade with North
Vietnam in accordance with a prohibition adopted by Japanese ship-
owners and seamen's unions in late March of this vear.
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